Plasma thrombin-activatable fibrinolysis inhibitor (TAFI) antigen levels in diabetic foot ulcers.
Plasma TAFI may participate in arterial thrombosis in cardiovascular diseases (CVD) and may be involved in the mechanism of vascular endothelial damage in diabetic patients. The aim of this study was to investigate the association of plasma TAFI antigen level in the development of diabetic foot ulcer in Type 2 diabetes. The TAFI antigen levels were determined in 50 patients with diabetic foot ulcers and 34 patients without diabetic foot ulcers and 25 healthy individuals. We measured TAFIa/ai antigen in plasma samples with a commercially available ELISA Kit. Diabetic foot ulcer group and diabetic group were similar in terms of mean age and sex distribution. Diabetes duration, retinopathy, neuropathy, macrovascular disease and infection were related to diabetic foot ulcers. HbA1c, HDL-cholesterol and Folic Acid levels were decreased in the diabetic foot ulcer group. TAFI levels were 99.44 ± 55.94% in control group, 135.21 ± 61.05% in diabetic foot ulcer group, 136.75 ± 59.38% in diabetic group and was statistically different (P < 0.05). But no difference was seen in TAFI levels between the diabetic foot ulcer group and diabetic group (P > 0.05). No significant difference in plasma TAFI levels were seen between diabetic foot ulcer stages. TAFI antigen levels are increased in Type 2 diabetic patients, but are not related to diabetic foot ulcer development.